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nock powder, after which the lid is closed, and the lad
beats upon the skin so as to cause the flock-dust to rise,
and thus cover uniformly the prepared surfaces of the
paper. When this is done he strikes the back of the
paper gently to shake off the loose particles of flock powder.
To give the proper gradations of tone to flock-papers, as
in all other kinds of block-printing, the material employed
has various shades of colour, each of which is laid on in
the same way, separate flocks, of course, being used for
each shade.

The mordant used for the above is also employed for
gilding certain parts of the pattern, but the gold leaf is not
applied until the mordant is nearly dry; and the super-
fluous gold leaf is afterwards brushed off with cotton wool
when the size is absolutely dry.

Wall-papers are now extensively printed by means of
the cylinder printing machine; but as the principle is the
same as in block-printing, probably the little information
given may be sufficient for the reader.

MATCHES.

The advance from the old " brimstone match" to the
present neat little phosphorous-tipped "lucifer" was not
effected by a single stride. In the early part of the
present century many attempts were made to find' a sub-
stitute for the " flint, steel, and tinder box," which furnished
the only means of ignition for the brimstone-tipped match
of the time. But it was not until the year 1826 that
the first step in the right direction was made. This
consisted in first dipping strips of cardboard or thin pieces
of wood in melted sulphur, and afterwards in a mixture